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Ernie Miller Nature Center and Park
Spring Ephemerals in your Woodlands
With the arrival of spring
comes some of nature’s shortlived flowers. These ephemeral
wildflowers’ blooms last for
just a week or two. They
welcome in spring’s warmer
weather and longer days.
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Mayapple (Podophyllum
peltatum) is one of the most
easily recognized early spring
ephemeral wildflowers. The
unopened leaf buds emerge
from the forest floor like fat
green umbrellas ready to
open. Almost a foot in
diameter, unrolled leaves are
bright green and deeply lobed
with a central petiole,
reflective of its Latin name
“foot leaf.”
Mayapple colonies, the largest
of which may be over 100
years old, reproduce primarily
by means of horizontal
underground stems called
rhizomes. Blooms appear only
on rhizomes as old as 12
years. Infertile single-leafed
stems do not produce flowers;
at maturity, a pair of leaves
are produced at the top of the
stalk. A white, waxy flower
appears at the base of the two
petioles. Mature fruits
resemble a small lemoncolored egg one to two inches
long. Edible only when fully
ripe, these berries are eaten
by box turtles, woodland birds,

Elaine Giessel, Park Naturalist

and mammals.
Storytellers relate how various
woodland creatures seek
refuge under their tall stems
during spring rains.

“Down in the shady woodland
where fern-fronds are
uncurled,
A host of green umbrellas are
swiftly now unfurled.
Do they shelter fairy people
from sudden pelting showers?
Or are the leaves but
sunshades to shield the waxen
flowers?…”
–Mandrakes, Minnie Curtis
Wait (1901)

Trout lilies (Erythronium
americanum), also known as
dogtooth violet or adder’s
tongue, grow in colonies too,
covering entire parts of the
forest floor. They expand by
runners over many decades;
some colonies are believed to
be 200 to 300 years old!
Mottled like a trout fish skin,
the leaves are stiff, waxy,
upright & six to eight inches
tall. The leaf stalk is redbrown. At maturity, a plant will
produce two leaves and a
beautiful single, six-petaled
nodding yellow flower on a
short stalk. Trout lilies have a
symbiotic relationship with
ants known as myrmecochory.
The seeds have a fat-rich
attachment called an
elaiosome that ants feed to
their larvae in the nest.
Typically, the seeds and food
reward are carried away
together, reducing the
competition of any seedlings
with the original colony.

Dutchman's breeches, or
bleeding heart, (Dicentra
cucullaria), another
herbaceous perennial, is also
a myrmecochorous woodland
species. Two to six pairs of
double-spurred white to pink
flowers are borne on a semierect bloom stem, resembling
pantaloons hanging upside
down on a clothesline. The
flowers, which wilt almost
immediately upon picking, are
of special value to bumble
bees.
This ten-inch plant in the
poppy family has one or more
fern-like leaves and prefers
habitats on gentle slopes,
ravines, or ledges along
streams. The foliage is toxic to
mammals due to the narcotic
and toxic substances it
contains. Also called “little
blue staggers,” the plant can
induce drunken staggering in
grazing cattle.
Dutchman's breeches, trout
lilies, and mayapple colonies
are among the ephemerals
that signal the arrival of
spring in Ernie Miller Park.
Take a hike and search for
these short-lived beauties
along the woodland trail
around Little Cedar Creek.
Then share the stories of
these truly amazing plants.
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April Programs
Outdoor Discovery Camp Open House at Shelter 12 in Shawnee Mission Park, Thurs., April 13; 4:00-7:00 (All Ages)
Parents, are you considering what camp to sign your child up for? During this special event, check out activities like fishing and
camp traditions, and ask questions about the camp schedule and safety procedures. For more information, contact Park
Naturalist and ODC Director Molly Postlewait at (913) 826-2804.
Yoga: Flowing with Nature, Saturday, April 15; 1:00 - 4:30 (Ages 16 & older) Enjoy the beauty of the natural world
while exploring yoga, kayaking, hiking, & journaling at TimberRidge Adventure Center. Prior experience is not necessary.
Participants will choose their own level of activity. Earns JCPRD U Physical credit. Registration Required. $33/$37
nonresidents. Barcode: 36616
For the Love of Earth! Saturday, April 22, 1:00-3:00 (Children must be accompanied by an adult per group of 5)
Meet Mother Nature with her animal friends, make a craft to take home, and learn about nature’s recyclers. Attend a native
plant program with a Master Naturalist. Registration Required. $5/$7 nonresidents; including adults. Barcode: 36625
TimberRidge Adventure Center Open House, Saturday, April 29; 9:00 - 3:00 (All Ages) During our annual Open
House, you can try canoeing, kayaking, pedal boating, hiking, BB gun shooting & archery. Catch and release fish with Cops n’
Bobbers. Poles and bait available for use or you may bring your own. People 12 years & older can experience the Hawk’s Nest
Climbing Tower! Climbing Registration Required. Choose a time from 9:30-12:30. To register, call Lysa, Outdoor Adventure
specialist (913) 856-8849.
Orienteering Workshop, Saturday, April 29; 9:00 - Noon (Ages 16 & Older; Children accompanied by Guardian)
This beginner’s workshop introduces you to orienteering, a fun way of learning the basic skills for using a topographic map and
a magnetic compass. Workbook and loan of compass are provided. Dress for the weather. Instructor: Possum Trot Orienteering
Club. Earns JCPRD U Environmental credit. $15/$17 nonresidents Barcode: 36615

May Programs
Enchanted Forest, Saturday, May 6; 10:00 - Noon or 1:00 - 3:00 (All Ages)
Celebrate the Magic of Nature as we discover the hidden world of the wee folk and friends, real and make believe. Follow the
Pixie Path through the forest. The Fairy Queen will tell stories of magic and mischief. Watch the Fairy Parade with live animals!
A sweet treat and a trip though the Wish Tree make for an enchanted day to remember. Park visitors can visit activity stations
at their leisure. For more information call (913) 764-7759. In case of inclement weather, program will be indoors.
Registration required. $6/$8 nonresidents; including adults Barcode: 38678 for 10 am; 38679 for 1 pm
Rain Barrel Workshop, Saturday, May 13; 9:30-10:30 (Ages 18 & Older)
April showers bring May flowers! Save water and money by harvesting rain water from your own rooftop with a
rain barrel. During this class participants will construct their own rain barrel and learn how to hook it up when
they get home. For more information, call Outdoor Education Specialist Andrea Joslin at (913) 826-2806.
Participants need to bring a vehicle that will hold a 55 gallon rain barrel in order to take it home with them after
the class. Registration Required. $50/$55 nonresidents Barcode: 38716

Preschool Programs

Animal Tales, Wednesdays; 10:30-11:00 (Ages 2-6 with Adult) Visit the Nature Center for stories, songs & animals.
Children must be accompanied by an adult. $2 per person (including adults). Paid at site.
4/19
5/3

What’s that Bug
Fairy Tales

5/17
6/7

Animal Babies
Peek in a Pond

6/21
7/5
7/19

Forest Friends
Snake Surprise
Turtle Time

Nature Time Yoga, Wednesday, April 12; 10:30-11:00 am (Ages 2-6 with Adult) Join the Nature Center staff as
parents/adults and children act out stories with animal and yoga movements that encourage creativity & coordination. See a
live animal every time. All children must be accompanied by a participating adult. $2 per person (including adults). Paid at Site.

To register for our programs visit jcrpd.com and search using the barcodes or call (913)831-3359.
For full descriptions, visit our Events Calendar at erniemiller.com or call (913)764-7759.
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Amphitheater Programs
Fridays, June and July; 7:00 pm (All Ages)
Bring the family to the amphitheater on Friday nights this summer for entertainment and educational experiences. During
inclement weather or excessive heat programs will be held inside the Nature Center. Presentations are approximately 45
minutes in length. Paid at site - cash/check. No registration required! $ 3 per person
Stories Under The Stars (June 2) - Enjoy old-fashioned family fun with stories that will delight the young and the
young at heart. Join our park staff as we share stories of animal encounters, mysterious legends, and tales to tickle your
funny bone. All ages are welcome to experience in the wonder and magic of storytelling.
Owls: Eyes of The Night (June 9) - Great Horned, Barred, and Screech owls make Ernie Miller Park their home. Meet
three live owls as we discover more about these creatures of the night.
Back From The Brinks (June 16) - Humans have had a tremendous impact on the animals we share this planet with.
We have changed whole populations and species with our activities, but not every story has a tragic ending. Come hear
about some of the animals we have saved from the brink of extinction and are now flourishing, vibrant parts of our
regional ecosystems. See live animals whose futures were once on the brink.
Snakes Alive (June 23) - Why is it that these creatures seem so terrifying? Could all the stories you have heard about
snakes be true? See Kansas snakes as we explore the facts & fallacies of these legless wonders of the natural world.
Animal Exploration (July 7) - Join one of our Park Police Officers as they tell you stories of their animal encounters in
our Johnson County parks. A few critters have been spotted close to where you will be sitting! Discover how Park Police
safely search for critters while protecting the animals. See cool items found in the parks and view live animals up close.
Wildlife Who’s Who (July 14) - Meet an amphibian, reptile, bird, and mammal. Learn about these animals and discover
their similarities and differences.
Kansas Symbols (July 21) - Celebrate Kansas with the American bison, tiger salamander, and sunflower, just a few of
the natural symbols of our great state! With hands-on items and live animals, participants will compare the basic needs of
nature plants & animals and learn how different organisms use special adaptations and senses to survive in their
respective environments.
Outdoor Discovery Camp has
openings in Shawnee Mission
Park.

TimberRidge Programs
Archery: Beginning, June 27 & 29; July 11 & 13; 6:30 - 8:30 pm (Ages 8-12)
Experience the challenging sport of archery in this coed class designed for beginners. Safety, basic fundamentals, techniques,
and equipment will be covered. Participants will have practice time to develop their skills. Equipment is provided. Class held on
Tuesday & Thursday. For more information, call (913) 764-7759. Instructor: Park Police. Earns JCPRD U Physical credit.
$31/$34 nonresidents. Barcode: 38688 6/27; 38689 7/11
Yoga Adventures at TimberRidge Adventure Center Sundays, May & June; 2:00-3:30 (Ages 16 & Older)
Come spend a few hours outdoors with kindred souls and refresh your inner being. Group will spend time outdoors exploring
yoga on the lawn combined with another outdoor activities, to include hiking, journaling, kayaking & archery. Prior experience
is not necessary and participants will choose their own level of activity. Dress for outdoor weather outdoors. For more
information, call Outdoor Adventure Specialist Lysa Holladay at (913) 856-8849 or lysa.holladay@jocogov.org. Earns JCPRD U
Physical Credit. $12/$13 nonresidents Barcode: 38724 Hiking & Journaling 5/7; 38725 Kayaking 6/11; 38726 Archery 7/9
Mom & Me Overnight Camping Event, Friday, May 12; 6:00 pm (Ages 4 & Older with Adult)
Come enjoy an overnight experience together in the great outdoors at TimberRidge Adventure Center! Event will begin with
tent set-up and dinner, followed by a sunset hike and campfire. Group breakfast will be available at 7am with the event ending
by 9 am. We have tents you can rent, you will need to bring bedding and other supplies. This is a great way to try camping
without purchasing all the equipment. For event details call (913) 856-8849. No pets allowed for this event. Earns JCPRD U
Social Credit. $40/$44 nonresidents for two people & $15 additional camper fee. Tent Rental $10/$11 nonresidents.
Barcode: 38676; Tent rental: 38677

Ernie Miller Nature Center

Diana Bliss

909 N K-7 Highway
Olathe, Kansas 66061
Phone: 913-764-7759

Park Naturalist
Diana is a Kansas Native and our newest Park
Naturalist joining the staff at Ernie Miller
Nature Center. She grew up visiting the
nature center, and uttering her first word of
“Bird” as a child, she believes that she was
destined to be a Park Naturalist. Diana earned
her Bachelors of Science in Agriculture from
Kansas State University majoring in Park Management and
Conservation, focusing on Interpretation, with a Natural
Resources and Environmental Sciences secondary major. After
college, Diana joined the JCPRD team as an Assistant Director
at Ernie Miller Nature Center’s Outdoor Discovery Camp,
TimberRidge Adventure Center Challenge Course Facilitator,
and School-Age Program Director. Her hobbies include nearly
anything outdoors, photography, journaling, and
adventuring! Welcome to the Safety, Heritage & Outdoor
Education division, Diana.

Visit us at www.eniemiller.com
Follow us on: Twitter @JCPRDemncnature
Facebook: Ernie Miller Park & Nature Center
Ernie Miller Nature Center Staff
Bill McGowan………...Outdoor Education Manager
Andrea Joslin………...Outdoor Education Specialist
Cindy Lawrence……..Interpretive Assistant
Leon Gordon………….Park Supervisor
Molly Postlewait……..Sr. Park Naturalist
Diana Bliss.…………...Park Naturalist
Regina Wasson……...Park Naturalist and Tracks Editor
Lanae Rench-Vopat..Animal Caretaker
Rachel Magathan……Animal Caretaker
Alex Walters………….Animal Caretaker

Thank You

 Arbor Creek Animal Hospital (Olathe) donates veterinary care for the animals at the nature center.






www.acanimalhospital.com.
Go Lizards -Exotic Pet Store & Bait Shop (Bonner Springs) donates crickets for animal feeding. www.golizards.com
Price Chopper on 7 Hwy (Olathe) donates fresh produce for the animals at the nature center
To Vera Lin and her party guest for their donations to care for the animals
To all of you who donated newspaper
To the Friedline’s and Michelle Packard for the animal care donation

August Programs
The Great Solar Eclipse of 2017, Monday, August 21; 12:00 pm - 1:30 (All Ages)
Come experience the event of a lifetime at Ernie Miller Nature Center as we observe an eclipse of the Sun! While just off the
path of the totality, we will experience a partial eclipse with 99 percent of the sun obscured by the moon. Learn why this aweinspiring event happens and what it meant to our ancestors from around the world. In the event of clouds on this day, we will
stream the event from another location. Reservation required (includes a pair of eclipse viewing glasses).
Fee is non-refundable. Under age 5 free. Earns JCPRD U Intellectual Credit. $8/9 nonresidents.

In the News

Regina Wasson, Melissa May Molly
Postlewait, Vanessa Burkholder &
Andrea Joslin

Mudpies
Nature Activities
for children
Diana Bliss,
Park Naturalist

As a part of the National
Association for interpretation,
the Safety, Heritage, and
Outdoor Education division
participates in a regional
conference. The Region 6
conference was held in Rogers,
Arkansas. This year, Ernie Miller
Nature Center was awarded a
Spring is here and it is time to
use our senses! There are new
sights and sounds springing up
at the Nature Center! As you
stroll along the trails keep an
eye out for new colors, purple,
pink, white, and yellow spring
flowers popping up on the prairie
& in the woodlands. When you
find a wildflower take note of its
color, the number of petals, and

plaque for the Outstanding Site
Publication. Our nomination was
for the coloring book that
celebrates our 30 Year
Anniversary as nature center.
The illustrations were drawn by
long-time volunteer Nadia
Qureshi. Molly Postlewait wrote
the text describing the various

special events that accompanies
the drawings. The publication
encourages the reader to make
their own memories in the park.
In addition, Molly won the best
workshop program at this
conference. Her workshop was
called “Stories from Around the
World”.

the shape of the flower. Does
the flower you found smell?

count the number of birds you
see visit the feeder?

As you skip down the trail, put
your arms out and fly! Let out a
whistle to your favorite bird
sound, and fly to our wildlife
viewing room indoors to visit
our bird feeder where you can
see songbirds and woodpeckers
of all shapes and sizes. Can you

This spring at the Nature Center
play eye spy or do a scavenger
hunt (available at the front
desk) to sharpen your skills on
things you can find in the wild!
Don’t forget to tell stories of
your adventure to your friends
and family. Spring won’t be
around for long!

