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PASSAGE OF THE 19th AMENDMENT

WOMEN AT THE FOREFRONT

19

“THIS WAS IT! TIME WAS RUNNING OUT!”

THE 19TH AMENDMENT

▪ The Moneka Womens Rights Association of Linn County,
Kansas drafted a preamble outlining the rights that women
did not have. https://lwvk.org/centennial/moneka

SMALL STEPS...
1861—School Board elections

CENTENNIAL

▪ Clarina Nichols unsuccessfully tried to get the word
"male" eliminated from the Kansas constitution in the
Wyandotte Convention, which would have given women the
same rights as men in Kansas. https://lwvk.org/centennial/
clarinanichols
▪ In Topeka Mary Jane Ritchie hosted a meeting of the
Women’s Suffrage Association of Topeka with Elizabeth
Cady Stanton, Susan Anthony, and Olympia Brown.

Soon after Kansas women could vote in municipal
elections, they began electing female city officials from
1887—1911.

100 YEARS

How to participate in this exhibit:
•

Kansas women began debating suffrage before Kansas was
even a state – and not long after Elizabeth Cady Stanton
organized the first Women’s Rights Convention in 1848 in
Seneca Falls, NY. Their courageous voices were heard early
across the nation and, as a result, Kansas became a key
battleground for women’s rights. Suffragists were active
statewide and they didn’t back down.

Use your phone’s camera or download a QR code
reader to your phone.

•

Scan QR codes to learn more.

•

Check-in at this exhibit location on Facebook:

▪ From Lawrence Carrie Langston encouraged
African American women to seek education and
enter the profession of journalism. A journalist, she
was the daughter of civil rights activist Charles
Langston and mother of poet Langston Hughes.
https://lwvk.org/centennial/carrielangstonhughes
▪ Lilla Day Monroe, from Topeka pushed for Kansas
suffrage in the general election of 1912. Her efforts were
funded by selling big, orange balloons.

https://www.facebook.com/events/331493977730351/
•

Start a Twitter conversation with #WomenVote.

•

Save this gallery card to look up the references later.
Low Tech? Use a sticky note at the end!

Thanks to their early leadership, Kansas was:

1st in the nation to allow women to vote in
school elections in 1861.
8th in the nation to grant Kansas
women full voting rights in 1912.
4th in the nation to ratify the
19th amendment in 1919.

Kansas is first in the nation to allow women to vote in
school elections and also first in municipal elections.

1887—Municipal (city) elections

16 mayors
73 city council members
2 city treasurers
5 police judges

In July 1920 three women arrived in Nashville, each traveling
alone. Carrie Catt, president of NAWSA, Josephine
Pearson, President of the Tennessee State Association
opposed to Woman Suffrage, and Sue White, young activist
for Alice Paul’s National Woman’s Party. Thirty-six states
were needed for approval; thirty-five had ratified. If the
Tennessee legislature approved the 19th Amendment, both
white and black women could vote in the fall presidential
elections. The impact on the presidential race in 1920
would be huge. Most southern states had rejected the 19th
amendment because the Anti’s believed if black women got
the vote they would sway the election. (Elaine Weiss,
The Women’s Hour: the Great Fight to Win the Vote, 2019)
The path toward women’s voting rights was never clear.
Suffragists disagreed on their approach and took different
tactics leading up to the ratification of the 19th amendment in
1920. While many of these tactics conflicted with each other,
all of them contributed to the movement.

1 city attorney

Tactic: strategic, persistent lobbying vs. militant protest

80 county elected officers through 1911

As the leader of the National American Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA), Carrie Chapman Catt adopted a moderate
approach. She encouraged the group to make progress one state
at a time, getting suffrage passed by constitutional amendment.

There were 14 All female city councils.

1912 — State elections

Alice Paul split off from NAWSA to form the National Women’s

Kansas was eighth in the nation to grant women full
voting rights in 1912.

Party. She held pickets and parades in support of suffrage.
Thousands of women joined her and risked harassment from
spectators. At one point, Alice Paul was sentenced to jail for
“obstructing traffic.” While in jail, she organized a hunger strike.
The poor treatment she received in jail made national news and
led to public sympathy and support for the suffrage movement.

1919 — First League of Women Voters of Kansas
The League was the final creation of the suffragists as
they dissolved when the 19th was ratified. They wanted
to help women access the vote and understand public
policy. The first League in the nation formed in Wichita,
Kansas.

Tactic: white supremacy vs. universal suffrage
Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan Anthony sought support
from white supremacists. Many disagreed and it led to a split in
the movement. Some white suffragists argued that white female
suffrage would counteract the black male votes gained with the
15th Amendment. Others countered that suffragists supported
mixing of the races. These divisive tactics spread fear among
whites because they challenged the racial and economic status
quo of the time.

A NEW FORCE

FOR DEMOCRACY: THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN
VOTERS : OBSERVE, STUDY, ACT
In 1919, Kansas hosted the nation’s first League of Women
Voters meeting in Wichita, Kansas. The meeting was organized by Jane Brooks, the president of the Kansas Equal
Suffrage Association and chair of the newly formed national
organization, League of Women Voters.

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan
political organization encouraging informed and
active participation in government. It influences
public policy through education and advocacy.
It is fully committed to diversity, equity, and
inclusion in principle and in practice.
What does the League do?
We educate citizens about issues, legislation, candidates.
We encourage individual participation in the political process.
We inform through in-depth, objective study.
We monitor local, state and national government bodies.
We register voters.
We sponsor candidate debates and public issue forums.

Why was the League formed?
Carrie Catt believed that women needed an organizational
structure to teach them how to exercise their new right to
vote—or they wouldn’t use it. She also believed that to
be effective, women should work in a nonpartisan way,
outside the political parties.
Alice Paul believed that women should work within the
political parties and not be apart from the power structure.

100 YEAR REVOLUTION IN PUBLIC POLICY

KANSAS PIONEERS
AND CHANGE AGENTS

Once Kansas women could vote in 1912, they ran for
office. Women were serving as elected officials in Kansas
well before they could vote on the national level. These early
leaders paved the way for the women who came after them.
Kansas Women in Elected State Offices
1919-2019
One hundred years ago two women took the oath of office in
Kansas as the first women elected to state level positions..
Lorraine (Lizzie) Wooster was sworn in
as Superintendent of Public Instruction
and Minnie J. Grinstead (left) of Liberal
took her seat in the Kansas House of
Representatives. From 1919 to 1970
there were never more than four women
in the Kansas Legislature at any one
time. That has slowly risen to 46 women total in the State Legislature in 2019
(32 in the House; 14 in the Senate), a woman governor,
Laura Kelly, and insurance commissioner, Vicki Schmidt.

Today, women have held every statewide office in Kansas,
including three women who served as Governor.

Public Policy changed because Women Served
Women became activists, held appointments or elected office at
local, state and national levels. These are but a few of the women
who brought about positive change.

Attorney Lutie Lytle

Carol Marinovich,
Mayor Kansas City

Linda
Brown

Who do you think was right?
100 YEARS LATER
There are fewer local Leagues now. Still, over 1,000 Kansans
are members of the League today. After the 19th Amendment
passed, efforts to protect women’s rights stalled until the civil
rights movement in the 1960s.
Today, a new generation of feminists has emerged. They demand control over their careers, their bank accounts, and their
personal lives. Women are also voting in greater numbers. Only
one of three women cast a vote in 1920. By the early 1960s the
number of women voting equaled the number of men voting.
Not until 1980 did women out vote men.

THERE’S STILL WORK TO BE DONE.

WHAT’S NEXT?
YOU TELL US
USE #WHATSNEXT
What does voting mean to you? We’re marking the
100th Anniversary of the 19th Amendment with a
question—and a call to action.

GET INVOLVED.
HERE’S HOW:
 VOTE

Thank you to our sponsors!
League of Women Voters of Kansas
Cox Communications
Washburn University
Federal Home Loan Bank, Topeka
Dane G. Hansen Foundation
Humanities Kansas
Topeka Collegiate School

To register and find your polling location:
https://www.ksvotes.org/

 Celebrate with the League of Women
Voters in your community by joining “March
to the Polls 2020.” Help register voters and
take them to vote. http://lwvk.org/centennial
This 1920’s poster
encouraged women to
register to vote.

Entrepreneurial & Minority Business Development,
Greater Topeka Partnership
Jill Docking
Ideal Health with Lisa
ACLU of Kansas

More than 8 million
women voted for the
first time in November
1920.
Jim Crow laws in the
South made it difficult
for African American
women to vote. It would
be another 45 years
before they could.

The end of the story is still being written
by VOTERS. Your vote is still the most
powerful weapon in a democracy.
Ruth Wilkin, LWVK

What will you do with your VOTE?

#WomenVote
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