Vegetation

Oakridge Farm lies within the mixed tallgrass
prairie and oak hickory forest part of the
Osage Cuestas ecoregion. Presettlement
prairie vegetation was dominated by plants
like big bluestem (Andropogon gerardii),
wand panic grass (Panicum virgatum), Indian
grass (Sorghastum nutans), little bluestem
(Schizachyrium scoparium), butterfly milkweed
(Asclepias tuberosa), prairie blazing star
(Liatris pycnostachya), and more as listed
in the full Assessment report located in the
appendix of this document.

Grassland Pastures

Approximately 109 acres of the farm are in
grassland pasture, approximately 97 of which
are being grazed by the horses boarded at
Oakridge Stables. The grazed pastures are
fenced so they can be subdivided into smaller
areas or larger dependent upon need and
condition of the vegetation. Overall, the
pastures are in reasonably good condition
with only a few areas of bare soil more likely
due to the horses traveling from one pasture
to another rather than overgrazing.

Most of the pasture area consists of cool
season grasses fescue (Festuca sp.), brome

(Bromus sp.), Timothy (Phluem pretense),
wild rye (Elymus canadensis), and foxtail
(Setaria glauca), and native wildflowers.

Some small patches of big bluestem (Andropogon
gerardii) were noted in the grassy openings
on the northwest side of the property. It is
likely that a native plant seed base may still
exist in areas like this that have not been
constantly manipulated or disturbed.

Oak Hickory Woodlands

Approximately 254 acres of the farm are in
oak hickory forest. Overall, the forest appears
to be in relatively good condition with little
encroachment by invasive species.

The herbaceous understory in most locations
consists of woodland species of wildflowers
including ginger (Asarum canadense), violets
(Viola sp.), white snakeroot (Eupatorium
rugosum), goldenrod (Solidago sp.), wild rye
(Elymus canadensis), Pennsylvania sedge
(Carex pensylvanica), wild bergamot (Monarda
fistulosa), and small patches of northern sea
oats (Chasmanthium latifolium).

Management of

an overabundant
deer population is
required as a means
to protect the park’s
natural resources



Watersheds and Riparian Zones
Oakridge Farm lies within the Mill Creek
watershed. Mill Creek flows south along
the west side of the farm. Little Mill Creek,
a major tributary of Mill Creek flows west
crossing through the northeast corner of
the farm. Small tributaries can be found
throughout the northern portion of the
farm leading to Little Mill Creek. Most of
these tributaries appear to be ephemeral
or intermittent streams that have little to
no water flowing throughout much of the
year. The streambeds appear to be bedrock
or boulders with shallow, well-vegetated
stream banks.

Wildlife

Numerous species of wildlife, especially
birds and mammals, were seen throughout
the survey. Songbirds (bluebirds, chickadees,
woodpeckers, flickers, robins, blue jays,
and nuthatches), red-tailed hawks, and
barred and great horned owls were seen or
heard in all of the habitats surveyed. Most
noticeable of the wildlife were the white-
tailed deer and turkey that could be seen
regularly throughout the farm. Deer were
often seen browsing in the pastures along
side of the horses. The forested areas show
signs of a browse line (tree limbs consistently
trimmed up to a particular height) that is
the direct result of too many deer in the
area. Deer were frequently encountered
during the survey.

Natural Resource Conclusions

Oakridge Farm has a variety of habitat types
present with the potential for restoration
and creation of some additional types like
short and tallgrass prairie and oak savanna.
With proper management and maintenance
grassland areas can be improved for continued
use for horse pasture. The farm offers a wide
diversity of opportunities for users from the
farmhouse, to trails for hikers, bikers, and
horses. The farm’s natural resources will

need to be managed to maintain and improve
the habitats present, maintain the balance
of wildlife species present, and maintain a
balance between the natural resources and
the recreational opportunities the farm
can provide.

For a list of recommendations regarding
the natural resources at Oakridge, please
see page NRA-11 of the full report in the
appendix of this document.

The Mack House

Susan Richards Johnson and Associates
completed an analysis of the Mack Family
Estate as part of the team’s background
research prior to the planning process.
The following paragraphs are pulled from
the full report located in the appendix of
this document. For additional detail, please
reference the appended report.

When Mr. Warren W. Mack and his wife
Charlotte moved to the Oakridge Farm,
their desire was to model their new country
home after their previous home in Fairway,
Kansas. The house reflects many of the
characteristics of homes in Fairway, with its
massing, shingle siding and roofing, stone
foundation, and simple Colonial detailing.

The two-and-a-half story home was designed
in the Colonial Revival Style and is in near
original condition, with little change made
since its construction. Designed as a six
bedroom, five-and-a-half bathroom house,
it was not constructed to be high-style or
flamboyant, but the amount of square footage
does imply the graciousness with which this
country home was originally designed.

The home is approximately 5,137 gross square
feet, with the first floor being 2,535 square



feet, the second floor approximately 2,012
square feet and the third floor containing 590
square feet. The basement is approximately
2,000 additional square feet.

Structurally, the house is in very good
condition, with no apparent settling or
shifting. This is due to the high grade of
materials and craftsmanship used during
the construction of the home.

Public Comments

Some interesting suggestions for the home and
surrounding yard include: bed and breakfast/
inn, lodge, restaurant, artist -in-residence
program, meeting space, corporate retreat,

wine tasting and cooking classes, special
park events, catered events, weddings, Mack
family history exhibits, watershed/ecological
exhibits, park education, winter activities
(sleigh rides, snow shoeing, sledding, etc.), art
shows, nature center, holiday celebrations, and
warming hut/concessions. Other additional
amenity recommendations include: hitching
posts nearby for the horses, BBQ grills/areas,
nature trails, heirloom or native gardens,
public restrooms and drinking water facilities
for park users, picnic areas, parking and
accessible sidewalks around the house and
its adjacent site.

The Mack House 2006




History of Oakridge

Oakridge Farm was acquired by the Parks and
Recreation Foundation of Johnson County
(Foundation) in the 1980’s from Warren W.
and Charlotte Mack with the Macks reserving
a lifetime estate interest in the residence. The
Macks sold the property to the Foundation
to preserve the land in the face of sprawling
metropolitan development. JCPRD entered
into a lease/purchase agreement with the
Foundation in 1987 and took over the Farm’s
Oakridge Stables horse boarding operation as
a temporary use. The residence located near
the entrance on Ogg Road continues to serve
as the stable manager’s living quarters.

Warren Mack passed away in 1987 and the
home continued as a residence for Charlotte
Mack until 1999. The Mack house has been
occupied since early 1999 by JCPRD stalff,
which has ensured its upkeep.

Oakridge Farm was first master planned in
1979 by the Mack family in consultation
with the Kansas State University Landscape
Architecture/Regional and Community
Planning Department. The resulting plan
recommended a children’s farm concept.

In 1994, JCPRD hired a consultant to evaluate
and consider the Johnson County Farm Park
Concept Plan. The $7.8 million indoor/
outdoor farming museum failed to come to
fruition when all parties agreed this site was
not the best location for a farm park.

The District considered, in 1997, extending
the Tomahawk Hills Golf Course into Oakridge
Farm, but this idea was met with opposition
by residents and the Mack family themselves.
Charlotte Mack said “I would prefer anything
else than that” indicating she would prefer
the Farm be left natural.

In spring of 1999, the District held three
public forums and site tours allowing the
public to visit and tour the site. The purpose
of these forums was to solicit input from
residents and other interested parties regarding
their vision for the Farm and Mack home.
Additional input was solicited and the District
promised to consider every written opinion
over the following month. The District staff
presented its findings to the Board of Park
and Recreation Commissioners that June.

Congruently, in 1999 the District commissioned
a Chicago-based firm and a team of specialists
to inventory the District’s existing parks and
open space facilities and programs. This team
produced MAP 2020, which charted a course
for expanding and managing the District’s
open space and recreational resources through
the year 2020. MAP 2020 recommendations
were referenced earlier in this text and took
into consideration the findings of the 1999
forums and public site visits.

A Master Plan for Shawnee Mission Park
was approved in December 2003 with noted
concern from the public about the unaddressed
future of Oakridge Stables. More than a dozen
members of the public spoke on record at
the meeting in favor of the stable operation
being maintained at Oakridge. Board of
Commissioners Assistant Treasurer Mr.
Mark Stingley stated that “even with approval
of the Master Plan, specific projects would
require public hearings and input prior to
final approval” Board of Commissioners
Vice—Chair Dr. Marvin Wollen reminded
that “the plan was developed in a way to be
fluid and allow flexibility as time goes by
and can be changed as necessary” The Park
Board approved the Master Plan for Shawnee
Mission Park as presented and instructed
staff to work with the engineer who authored
Shawnee Mission Park’s master plan to
consider privatizing Oakridge Stables.



In 2004, JCPRD hired the same consulting
firm to complete a Master Plan of Oakridge
Stables; an effort to reduce the acreage being
used by the boarding facility, and in turn,
freeing up land for other park development.
This plan was met with much opposition by
the equestrian community as it meant the
horses would no longer be pasture boarded,
but placed in dry lots with daily turnout into
a small pasture. The capital improvements
suggested were to come at an expense passed
on to the horse owners through an increase
in their monthly board payments. Because
of the amount of opposition, the Board of
Park and Recreation Commissioners took
no action for implementation.

In 2006, JCPRD hired the consultant team of
Patti Banks Associates, Susan Richards Johnson,
Olsson Associates and PROS Consulting to
look at Oakridge Farm as a whole and how it
relates to Shawnee Mission Park. This new
approach involved producing a feasibility study
for the re-use of the Mack house as a park
facility. Additionally, this project required
the team to both find a way that the stable
operation could become incorporated into
the park in a balanced, acceptable manner,
that offers sufficient pasture for the horses,
and an alternate option for the land should
the boarding operation be discontinued.
Finally, the integration of this site into
Shawnee Mission Park requires the Farm
be fitted with a more welcoming entrance
that does not appear to be private or simply
for horse boarders.
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The Mack House
prior to 1987 transfer
of ownership



Uses for the Mack House—
Open House Meeting,
November 2nd, 2006

Alternative concepts
discussed—QOpen House,
November 1st, 2006
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